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MESSAGE FROM THE CHI LD AND YOUTH

It is a privilege to serve as Chi
Edward I sl and and t o &brStnrga tfeogriwa rHdl
period April 1, 2025 to March 31, y
Our strategic plan is organized a
mandat ed and di scretiofavydpaovi s
Ad v o chactte. These priorities i1dentif)
year and the indicators for succes:

At the heart of our work are the
commi t ment to upholding their righ
Convention on the Rights of t he (
Nati ons Declaration on the Rights
as It affects the rights of chil dr
amplify the voices of children and
t o account , t hrough individual a
education and youth engagement ; research; revi
recommendati ons made to reviewable services.

With the recruitment of two new Systemic Advocac

t o examine systemic i ssues t hat ar e reported
governmeserehngddepart ment s, we seek to protect
yout h. There i s always room for i mprovement, an
work together to ensure the best outcomes for s
As a small jurisdiction, with widely held agre
where all children can reach their full pot& nt.i
rights in Canada. We have already s®enigheteatiopr
| egi sl ationChit/lhd,ouddutttheand Pami lof fServiwaidd Aaom.
for the incl usiminghotfs cihn | ldegins] ati on across r e\
paper rights are translated into |ived rights foc

——
".

Mar vin M. Bernstein, B. A. ,
Child and Youth Advocat e
Province of Prince Edward |
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VI SI ON

A province where every child and youth exper
rights and has every opportunity to rea

MANDATE

To empower and promote the human rights of &

advocacy, reviews, investigations, public educ

in accordance with the authority and res
PECh/ / d and Youth Advocate Act.

MI SSI ON

To raise awareness and uphold the child rights
Convention on the Rights of the Child, while
model ling dignity and respect for children,
of our wor k.

NAME AND
NATIONALITY




WHAT THE CHI LD AND YOUTH ADVRCAT
[

The Child and Youth Advocate is an independen. st at
appointed urcaher dt merdPFElout MhAd \Chd dtde ashat . Yout h Advoce
provide over si gfhundddd groevwveirenwreelnite pr ograms and servic
their families. Staff of the Office of the Chil&d an
mandate to promote the human rights of all/l PEI chil d

The Child and Youth Advisory Committee of the PEI Of
to the Child and Youth Advocat e, in an advisory rol
Youth Advocate on matters of importance to children

WHO WE SERVE

We advocate for the rights of chil dren and youth i
revi ewabl e services. We provide individual advocacy
young adults (up to age 25) who ar e Cahddeals s iYogu teix taem
Servihceés Children and youth a€k/ /hdamamdrVYoght’s hKhelded

pinned by the principles expressed in the United Na
for which Canada is a signatory. The Office of the (
provincial government to account, to ensure services

rights established in the UNCRC.

Il ndividual Advocacy
The four pillars of Individual Advocacy ar e:
f Individual vAduotacy.is

f Individual cAdvodaay iianh.
f Individual chdvdcaowuwtihs!| ed

f I ndivi dual Aovecacom ©35 as: set out in the United Na

P

Rights of the Child.

Il ndi vi dual Advocacy may include providing informat.i
vi ewpoints of the child or yout h; assisting childrer
service revi ews, medi ati ons, or ot her processes ir
revi ewabl e service; and support tandgr oclaiclydrse&kn |dmsd vy o

advocacy, systemic trends impacting the rights of <c¢h



Systemic Advocacy

The four el ements of systemic advocacy are:

1 Systemic Advocacy involves a group of children/yo
service.

1 Systemic Advocacy i nvol ves reviewing and/ or i nve
procedures and/or practices inherent to reviewabl e
and their families.

1 Systemic Advocacy recommendations are informed by

1 Systemic Advocacy recommendations are intended to
advance the human rights of children/youth consi st

of the Child.

Child and Youth Serious Injury and Death
The€hi |l d and Yokath Widyllciaghet s t he mandatory | egal regqg

serious injuries and deaths in PEI to be reported to
The purpose of mandatory reporting of child and yc
circumstances surrounding the serious injury or dea
Child and Youth Advocate may make recommendations ab
the fut e/ d &lhwe YokNceth AwWivpwlagdtees t here can be no fi
goal of reviews and investigations conducted by the
apply a c¢child rights |l ens to help inform opportunit
deat hs. It is never to ascribe |l egal responsibility

Public Education, Research, Reports, Child and

The Office of the Child and Youth Advocate has respo
advocacy respecting the:

T Right s, i nt efeeisntg ,ofanadhiwledrlen and yout h;
T United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Chi

f United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indige

The voices of children and youth are of critical i m
and Youth Advocatedistritveg twotbngaage dren and youth
chiHledd manner. St afomhnarctoodeaiwli ahl e hi é dren and youth
and youth, and through t&h eChmelndb earnsdh iYpo uotfh tAhdev i Gfofriyc eC

KEEPING FAMILIES
TOGETHER




PECh/ |/ d and Youth Ad

The intent of the | egislation is to be consiste
Uni ted Nations Convention on the Rights of

Government acknowledgement that f or rhaetrimva mpHiilcd

for the individual and for societ
Government acknowledgement that children and vy
when provided with positive |ife experiences t

support when facing challenges;
Government recognition of the importance of <con
and services to children and youth through a co

of children and yout h;

Government recognition of the importance of t h

for I ndigenous children and yout h;

Government commitment to ensuring that the

rig
youth are considered in matters affe




. PEChi |l d and Youth A ;"at
PROCESS and ACCOUNTABILTY

The 22002256 strategic plan priorities reflect the
i ssues presenting to the Office of the Child anc

Process

The strategic plan has been prepared with the in
and confidential internal staff work plans in tfF
Accountability

The strategic plan www.pcuhbillided nyd yaovuat. hl addbveoec @& feipeea .

Child and Yo&athAnAdwaobc aRteepor t fulfills a mandat
activities, outcomes and results achieved by th
previous fiscal year . The strategic plan serves

fiscal year.

FROTECTION FROM
KIDNAPPING



http://www.childandyouthadvocatepei.ca
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GoalBet ween April 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026, th
will advocate for children, youth and their

Il ndi cator s:

1T Receive and assess individual advocacy request
reviewabl e services

9 Provide information and navigational support t
about the rights and best interests of childre
eligible to receive reviewable services

9 Provide individual advocacy support on behalf
very young children and children/youth with co

9 Empower and educate children and youth about t

1 Assist children and youth to initiate and part
about them in the provision of reviewable serv

9 ldentify systemic issues impacting the rights

T Provide child rights advocacy expertise to inf
and Youth Advocate

T Enabl e children youth through individual a

)
=]
o

positive resolution and outcomes from reviewab

T Empower chil dren and -aydowachactyo engage in self

1 Review document management system and i mpl emen
documentation processes

1T Review and update data collection processes to
associated with the delivery of advocacy actiyv

SHAR|

ING
THOUGHTS FREELY



Priority 3: RECEIVE and REVI EW

The Office of the Chinadn daattade
receive and review any matt

o

service.

Q

GoaBet ween April 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026, th
receive and review matters in relation to re€

Il ndi cator s:

9 Receive, review, research and provide written
matters relating to a reviewable service for
as government proposed new and/ or amended | eg
and policies

T Conduct individual and systemic advocacy revi

T Provide recommendations, infowrmgdhtlsy amaviyews,




Priority 4: RESEARCH

The Of fice of t he Chinladn daaritde '
undertake or coll aborate i [ 4
revi ewabl e services. ‘

1, 2025 and March 31, 2026, ¢t}

GoaBetween April
ify and consider external subject

wi | | i dent

Il ndicator s:

1 Analyze aggregate data of the Office of the C
research priorities
e

f§ Conduct research to inform recommendations of
9 Ildentify issues requiring external expertise
T Ildentify external subject matter experts

f Contract with external subject matter experts
1 Make recommendations informed by external sub
1 Conduct research to inform position statement

reports




Priority 5: MONI TOR

The Office of the Chinladn daantdefii d
to monitor implementation o
recommendati ons made by the

Youth Advocat e.

GoalBet ween April 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026, th
wi || monitor i mplementation and compliance w
the Child and Youth Advocate to reviewabl e s

Il ndi cator s:

f

Utilize the newly devel oped recommendati on mor
publicly report on progress made by reviewabl e
made by the Child and Youth Advocate

Engage in administrative-sfeaivi mgs depracgd aeanends Wi
progress made in implementing recommendations
Continue to monitorChmpl&iem¥Eovahbi amdolkFyw nmhieeg Ser
Department of Social Development and Seniors t
fpaper rightsfbo thvedrenghhd youth in receipt
youth in care

Moni tor compliance status of recommendati ons ¢

the Department of Education and Early Learning

Monitor status of recommendations from invest.:
and Youth Advocat e

Document, monitor and prioritize systemic issL

of

i ndividual advocacy

o 4,\ N

16

3

PROTECTION
OF PRIVACY




Priority 6: The Office omaghe o€leld
engage in additional discref ' 4
provi si onsChoif/ at haen d°P EMoAd th Ad

The Office of t he Chimladr eacned v¥o uatnhd A dnwoecsattiegat e

comes to the Child&amdt¥¥otibnAfdvomataemy source
youth who receives or is eligible to receive a
who receive or are eligible to receive a review
GoaBet ween April 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026, th

may engage in discretionary advocacy matters

Il ndi cator s:

1 Receive and investigate any matter that comes
and Youth Advocate from any source concerning
children or youth who receive or are eligible

1 Assist in appealing or reviewing a decision re
Of fice of the Chi I&d oavnd iYha utihatAdvveo coat eat t he r

T Apply negotiation, conci-adaersesayi méedapproachbes
of advocacy to children, youth and their fami/l

T Make recommendations, as appropriate, to revie

9 Receive, review, investigate and report on chi

T Conduct reviews of academic and grey |iteratur
serious injury and death to include review of
opportunities for i mprovements in reviewabl e s
serious injuries and deaths

1 Conduct research to inform individual advocacy
child rights

T Ildentify matters relati ngbetiongt hoef rcihg hltdsr,e ni natnedr
receiving or eligible to receive reviewabl e se

T Respond to requests for consultations and prov
1 |l ssue Position Statements on reviewable servic

9 Advise or make recommendations to any reviewab
rights, intbeeesgsoédndhweéebdliren and youth
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we continue on our pat hway to realizing the
ognize the i mportance of engaging with chil
ectations and achieve success in promoting a
t through individual advocacy, and members
de our staff to stay grounded in the priori
tinue to position the perspectives of chil dr
th and their families put their trust i n ou
hest | evels of commitment to our wor k.

al so recognize that t&erwghksofnupPBkbl dangoth

i sol ati on. |t requires a <collective effort,
| being of children at the heart o f decision
vices are staffed by dedicated frontline wo
|l dren and youth and respectfully <coll aborate
th they serve. When we share the same goal s

t h, as established in the United Nations Con
e effective progress in bringing these right

|l ook forward to continued efforts to work al
er nment representatives in the adwbwamnaogmerft |c

|l dren and yout h.



